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Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image-pickup unit of a video camera, etc., which can 
suppress changes of a still image in both monitoring and recording modes and which can also improve 
the image picture quality. SOLUTION: A CCD image sensor 14 once reads out an entire area of a still 
image by every two fields by a 2-line mixed reading method in a still image monitor mode. In a still 
image recording mode, the sensor 14 reads out all pixels at different times, with odd and even lines 
separated from each other. In the still image recording mode, an image pickup signal is amplified about 
twice as large as that of the still image monitor mode by a GCA(gain-control amplifier) 16 and sent to 
an A/D converter 17. Thus, quantization error of A/D conversion can be reduced. 
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